
Dolton Public Library District
Board of Library Trustees
Regular Board Meeting
Monday, April 27, 2026 / 6:00 p.m.
Minutes



I. Call to Order
President Copeland called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

II. Roll Call
Present: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Fields, Stewart, & Sorrell
Absent: {Trustee} Gonzalez
Also, present Attorney Miller, Interim Director Shirley James, Circulation Supervisor Lillie Byrd

III. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments [Visitors should keep their comments to two (2) minutes.] 
Mr. James Range, Linda Morris & Laura Fazio
Ms. Linda Morris, candidate for Dolton Library Trustee, introduced herself to the Board and visitors.

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes
A. Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes dated March 23, 2026, and Special Board Meeting March 30, 2026 (Action Item) (combined)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Regular March 23, 2026 Board Meeting, and the Special March 30, 2026 Board Meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Fields, Sorrell, and Stewart
Nay: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1
President Copeland called for a motion to suspend the Regular Board meeting in order to go into Executive Session.
Trustee Sorrell made a motion to suspend the Regular Board Meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Williams, Fields, and Stewart
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1


The regular Board Meeting was suspended at 6:10 pm.

President Copeland called for a motion to reconvene the Regular Board Meeting.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to reconvene the Regular Board Meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Fields, Williams, Sorrell, and Stewart
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1

The regular Board Meeting reconvened at 6:25 pm



      V.      Communications, Petitions, Resolutions, and Ordinances
A. Approval of Library Administrator’s contract (Action Item)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Library Administrator’s contract. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Fields, and Stewart.
Nays: [Trustee] Sorrell
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 4:1:1

B. Appointment of a new member of the Board of Trustees pursuant to the vacancy created under Section 30-25 of the Illinois Library District Act. (Action Item)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to appoint a new member of the Board of Trustees pursuant to the vacancy created under Section 30-25 of the Illinois Library District Act. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustee] Copeland, Williams, Sorrell, Fields, and Stewart
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1                 
                  
    VI.         Director’s Report
                 Interim Director Shirley James reported on the upcoming Library                
                 Programs: 
· Mocktails for Mommies: May 2, 2026
· Senior Bingo: May 19, 2026
                Overview of Programs already held:
· Easter Program
· Embrace the Spectrum
· Gardening Class
· Glow from Within
· Disability and Elder Law
                 Director James stated that we had a very good turnout for all the 
                 programs. 
                 President Copeland made a comment about the Easter program, which                     
                 was really nice. Despite the weather, we had a lot of kids and fun. 
                 The Autism Awareness program was very informative and nice, and 
                 it was well-received. She mentioned she would like to see it held again 
                 next year, maybe with some media coverage.                             

VII.            Approval of Bills and Payroll
A. Approval of Bills and Payroll for March 2026 (Action Item)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Bills and Payroll for March 2026. Trustee Sorrell seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Fields, Sorrell, and Williams
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1

[bookmark: _heading=h.d93bslx39koc]VIII.           Old Business 
A. Continue to table the replacement of the marquee until further notice.
This item was tabled for more consideration.
B. Report of Studio GC
There has been no report on this item yet.     

[bookmark: _GoBack] IX.         Executive Session – 5ILCS 120/2 ( c ) ( 1-21 )       
   
                     
   X.          New Business
A. ATA Group LLC – Audit 2025 – Mr. Raj Nagaraja, CPA, MSA, (Action Item)
Mr. Raj Nagajara presented the FY25 Dolton Public Library District Audit Report. The audit was favorable for the library. Mr. Nagaraja said his team would send the letter of engagement for next year's audit soon.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the FY25 Audit. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.   

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Fields, Sorrell, and Stewart
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
Motion Passed: 5:0:1


   XI.        President's Message:
                President Copeland reminded the Trustees about the upcoming ATLAS 
                Trustee Day Workshop, May 16, 2026. She also reminded them to 
                complete the Statement of Economic Interest (SEI) before May 1st, and 
                that the May board meeting will be on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, because 
                Memorial Day is on Monday, the 25th.                
                
   XII.        Adjournment 
                 President Copeland called for a motion to adjourn the 4/27/2026, 
                 Board meeting.
                 Trustee Stewart made a motion to adjourn the Board meeting. 
                 Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

                 Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Fields, Stewart, and Williams
                 Nays:0
                 Absent: [Trustee] Gonzalez
                 Motion Passed: 5:0:1


                 	The 4/27/2026 Board meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm   
                 


