Dolton Public Library District
Board of Library Trustees
Regular Board Meeting
Monday, February 23, 2026 / 6:00 p.m.
Minutes




I. Call to Order
President Copeland called the Monday, February 23, 2026, Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

II. Roll Call
Present: [Trustees] Copeland, Gonzalez, Sorrell, Fields, and Williams.
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Stewart
Also present were Attorney Joe Miller III, Interim Director Shirley James, and Circulation Supervisor Lillie Byrd.

III. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments [Visitors should keep their comments to two (2) minutes.]
Ms. Ginger Williams and Mr. James Range, Library Maintenance Supervisor.
Mr. James voiced concern regarding the storage of documents in boxes in the Library. He wanted to know if and when he could begin shredding them.
Attorney Miller advised reaching out to the Local State Records Custodian. Check our Time Schedule   regarding retention and destruction of Library documents. 
Interim Director Ms. James will reach out to our Local Records Custodian.

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes
A. Approval of Special Board Meeting Minutes dated January 29, 2026 (Action Item)
Trustee Sorrell made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Special Board Meeting dated January 29, 2026. Trustee Fields seconded the motion

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Fields, Gonzalez, and Sorrell.
Nays: 0
Abstain: Trustee Williams
Absent:  [Trustees] Evans and Stewart
Motion Passed 4:1:2

V. Communications, Petitions, Resolutions, and Ordinances
None

VI. Director’s Report
Interim Director James informed the Board about the upcoming library programs:
· 2026 Senior Luncheon: March 10, 2026, 11-1 pm.
· Community Shred Day: March 21, 2026, 12-2 pm.
· Center for Disability and Elder Law: April 21, 2026.
                  Overview:
                  Last week’s Sip & Paint was a success; we had a great turnout.
                  Lillie Byrd applied for the 2026 Project Next Generation Grant, and the 
                  The library was approved. 
                  We also had a Vision Board Program, which was a great success. 
                  We renewed our agreement with Quality Alarm.   
                  In addition, we have the Cook County Assessor’s Office coming out to 
                  The Library on March 24, 2026, to talk about property taxes.  

                  Circulation Supervisor Lillie Byrd spoke on the 2026 Project Next 
                  Generation Grant from the State of IL:
· The Grant is for $40,000.
· For Underprivileged Youth & Teens in our community, ages 10-18 years old. 
· Grant will give Youth & Teens access to Next Generational skills in STEM & STEAM, as well as Financial Literacy.
· Program DPLD Youth S.T.E.A.M & Financial Literacy Program.

VII. Approval of Bills and Payroll
A. Approval of Bills and Payroll for January 2026 (Action Item)
Trustee Sorrell made a motion to approve the Bills and Payroll for January 2026. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Williams, Sorrell, Gonzalez, and Fields
Nays: 5:0
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Stewart
Motion Passed 5:2


VIII. [bookmark: _heading=h.d93bslx39koc]New Business 
A. Discussion of proposals for the replacement/repair of the library marquee. (Action Item)  
      a. ALL-RIGHT Signs
      b. ROEDA Signs
The Board agreed to table the item until a third bid could be obtained.

B. Discussion on the choice of retaining Griggs Mitchell & Alma of IL, LLC for the second-floor extension. 
Giving Maintenance Supervisor, James Range, and Vice-President Stewart consent to make the initial appointment. (Action Item)
The Board agreed to table this item until Interim Director Ms. James could contact the Dolton Library Architects Studio GC to get a survey done for a possible extension.

IX. [bookmark: _GoBack]Old Business
                 None
X. Executive Session – 5ILCS 120/2 ( c ) ( 1-21 )
                 None
XI. President's Message
                 None 
XII. Adjournment 
President Copeland called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Trustee Fields made a motion to adjourn the Monday, February 23, 2026, Regular Board Meeting. Trustee Sorrell seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Gonzalez, Fields, and Williams
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Stewart
Motion Passed 5:2

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 pm.
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