Dolton Public Library District
Board of Library Trustees
Special Board Meeting
Thursday, January 29, 2026 / 6:00 p.m.
Minutes
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I. Call To Order
President Copeland called the Thursday, January 29, 2026, Special Board Meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

II. Roll Call
Present: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Fields, Gonzalez, and Stewart.
Absent: [Trustees] Williams and Evans 
Also present were Attorney Joe Miller III, Interim Director Shirley James, and Circulation Supervisor Lillie Byrd.

III. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments [Visitors should keep their comments to two (2) minutes.]
Mr. James Range

*President Copeland requested a motion to suspend the Special Board Meeting at 6:02 pm, to go into Executive Session.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to suspend the Special Board Meeting and go into Executive Session. Trustee Sorrell seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Stewart, Gonzalez, and Fields.
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Williams
Motion Passed: 5:0:2

        IV.    Executive Session – 5ILCS 120/2 ( c ) ( 1-21 )
                 Pending Litigation Pursuant to Section 2(c)11  




 
*President Copeland requested a motion to reconvene the Special Board Meeting at 6:14 pm.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to reconvene the Special Board Meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland Fields, Stewart, Sorrell, and Gonzalez.
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Williams
Motion Passed: 


      V.        Approval Meeting Minutes
A. Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes dated November 24, 2025 (Action Item)
                  Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting 
                  Minutes from November 24, 2025. Trustee Gonzalez seconded the 
                  Motion.

                 Ayes: [Trustees] Gonzalez, Copeland, Stewart, Sorrell, and Fields.
                 Nays: 0
                 Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Williams.
                 Motion Passed: 5:0:2 
                 
                     
VI.       Communications, Petitions, Resolutions, and Ordinances
            None

VII.      Director’s Report
Interim Director Shirley James informed the Board about the success of the Christmas Celebration, Coat & Toy Drive back in December. We served 100 adults and children. Everyone had a fantastic time.
She also informed the Board about upcoming programs.

Regarding the Christmas Celebration and Coat/Toy Giveaway, President Copeland wanted to acknowledge the library staff’s hard work in putting together a program that brought so much joy to so many children.



VIII.    Approval of Bills and Payroll     
A. Approval of Bills and Payroll for November 2025 & December 2025 (Action Item)
                 Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Bill and Payroll for 
                 November and December of 2025. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

                 Ayes: [Trustee] Copeland, Sorrell, Gonzalez, Stewart, and Fields
                 Nays: 0
                 Absent: [trustees] Evans and Williams
                 Motion Passed: 5:0:2 

IX.       New Business    
[bookmark: _heading=h.d93bslx39koc]Discussion on the District’s Workers’ Compensation Benefits Insurance. 
The Board discussed the two Workers’ Compensation policies, one through The Hartford and one through Hanover. It was agreed to cancel The Hartford. Attorney Miller stated he would call them.    
  
       X.     Old Business       
A.  Discussion: Millennium Solar, Christopher Williams (Action Item)
The Board discussed Millennium Solar and decided not to pursue it. Pending possible future building expansions on the roof.

The Board unanimously agreed not to pursue Millennium Sola
              
             .
XI.    President's Message
None

XII.   Adjournment 
President Copeland called for a motion to adjourn the Special Board Meeting on January 29, 2026.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Fields, Copeland, Sorrell, Gonzalez, and Stewart.
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Williams
Motion Passed: 5:0:2

The Special Board Meeting 1/29/2026 ended at 6:29 pm.
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