Dolton Public Library District
Board of Library Trustees
Regular Board Meeting
Monday, October 27, 2025 / 7:00 p.m
Minutes
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I. Call to Order
President Copeland called the Monday, October 27, 2025, Regular Dolton Library Board of Trustees Meeting to order at 7:00 pm

II. Roll Call
Present: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Gonzalez, Fields, and Stewart.
Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Williams.
Also, present Attorney Karl Ottosen, Shirley James, Interim Director, and Lillie Byrd, Circulation Supervisor.

III. Introduction of Visitors and Public Comments [Visitors should keep their comments to two (2) minutes.]
Mr. James Range, Ms. Ginger Williams. 

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes
A. Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes dated September 22, 2025 (Action Item)
                 Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting 
                 Minutes dated September 22, 2025. The motion was seconded by 
                 Trustee Fields. 

                 Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Fields, Stewart, and Gonzalez.
                 Abstain: 1: Trustee Sorrell
                 Nays: 0
                 Absent: 2:[Trustees] Evans and Williams 
                 Motion Passed: 4:1:2

V. Communications, Petitions, Resolutions, and Ordinances
None

VI. Director’s Report
Interim Director James informed the Board of all upcoming library programs. Including the following:
· Christmas Coat Drive December 19th
· Christmas Toy Drive December 19th
· Children's Christmas Party December 20th
                  Statistics of the CEDA LIHEAP Program for the community saw 44 
                  people in attendance.
                  OVERVIEW: 
                  The library successfully installed our digitized Time Clock purchased
                  through Lauterbach & Amen.
                  On Friday, October 10, 2025, the library hosted its first After Hours Adult 
                  Game Night. We had an attendance of about 40 people. 
                  President Copeland commented on how much fun the Adult Game Night 
                  was.                   
                  The President also commented on how pleased she was with the        
                  Children’s October Fest/Halloween Program, Friday, October 24, 2025.
                  Interim Director James added that we had 297 people in attendance.    
         
VII. Approval of Bills and Payroll
A. Approval of Bills and Payroll for September 2025 (Action Item)
                 Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Bill and Payroll for
                 September 2025. The motion was seconded by Trustee Gonzalez.
        
                 Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Fields, Stewart, and Gonzalez
                 Nays: 0
                 Absent: 2: [Trustee] Evans and Williams
                 Motion Passed: 5:0:2
                 
                 *Minutes show that Trustee Williams arrived at 7:16 pm.

VIII. New Business
a. 2026 Dolton Library Holidays (Action Item)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the 2026 Dolton Library Holidays
*With approval that the Library will be closed the day after Thanksgiving, 11/28/2026, off.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, Gonzalez, and Williams.
Nays: 1 Trustee Sorrell
Absent: 1: Trustee Evans
Motion Passed: 5:1:1

b. 2026 Dolton Library Regular Board Meeting Schedule (Action Item)  
With the adjustment of meeting times for the Winter meetings:
· January, February, and March: 6:00 pm start time.
· April through December: 7:00 pm start time.
                  Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the 2026 Dolton Library 
                  Regular Board Meeting Schedule with adjusted Winter times.
                  Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

                  Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Fields, Gonzalez, Williams, and
                  Stewart.         
                                    
                  Nays: 0
                  Absent: 1: Trustee Evans
                  Motion Passed: 6:0:1
                 
                 c. Truth in Taxation/Tax Levy Review
                 Attorney Karl Ottosen presented the proposed levy ordinance for the
                 November meeting. 
                           
IX. Old Business
 A. Approval of Business Owners Insurance through The Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District. (Action Item)
Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Business Owners Insurance through The Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District.
Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Gonzalez, Williams, Stewart, and Fields.
Nays: 0
Absent: 1: Trustee Evans
Motion Passed: 6:0:1

 B. Approval of Management Liability and Cyber Security Insurance through The Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District. (Action Item)

*Correction: Cyber Security Insurance is through The Hartford and will be tabled for the November meeting.

Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Management Liability through The Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Fields, Gonzalez, Stewart, and Williams.
Nays: 0
Absent: 1: Trustee Evans
Motion Passed: 6:0:1

 C. DFFL Flag Football Report – Trustee Fields.
Trustee Fields reported a great Flag Football Day with participants throughout the village.

 D. Dolton Library Christmas Toy/Coat Drive Update – Director James.
· Dolton Library Christmas Toy Drive 10/22/25 to 12/19/25
· Dolton Library Christmas Coat Drive 10/22/25 to 12/19/25

X. Executive Session – 5ILCS 120/2 ( c ) ( 1-21 )
                 None 

XI. President's Message
President Copeland yielded her time to the Trustees who attended the ILA 2025 Conference, October 16, 2025.
· Trustee Sonya I. Williams: Trustee Williams stated that she enjoyed the conference. She spoke with several vendors and participated in the activities.
· Trustee Elizabeth Gonzalez: Trustee Gonzalez enjoyed the conference as well. She attended two meetings, one of which was a Mock Board Meeting. The second was Building a Sense of Belonging. Trustee Gonzalez will submit a report of her notes in writing for the Board to read at their leisure.

XII. Adjournment 
President Copeland called for a motion to adjourn the Monday, October 27, 2025, Regular Library Board of Trustees Meeting.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to adjourn the Board Meeting. Trustee Sorrell seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Sorrell, Williams, Fields, Gonzalez, and Stewart.
Nays: 0
Absent: 1: Trustee Evans
Motion Passed: 6:0:1

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm.
