Dolton Public Library District
Board of Library Trustees
Regular Meeting
Monday, September 22, 2025 / 7:00 pm
Minutes

1. Call to Order
President Copeland called the Monday, September 22, 2025, Regular Board Meeting to order at 7:03 pm.

1. Roll Call
Present: [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Gonzalez, and Fields.
Absent [Trustees] Williams, Evans, and Sorrell
Also present were Attorney Joseph Miller, Shirley James, Interim Director, and Lillie Byrd, Circulation Supervisor.

1. Public Comments [Visitors should keep their comments to two (2) minutes]
James Range, Marshawn Tolbert, Ginger Williams, Tamera McLaurin, and Janiyah Hill.
1. Approval of Minutes August 25, 2025
A. Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes dated August 25, 2025, 7:00 pm. (Action Item)
                    Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from August 25, 
                    with a correction to the time Trustee Fields arrived, which was 7:15 pm, and Trustee
                    Williams arrived at 6:53 pm. The motion with corrections was seconded by Trustee
                     Fields. 

                     Ayes: [Trustees] Fields, Stewart, Gonzalez, and Copeland.
                     Nays: 0
                     Absent: [Trustees] Williams, Evans, and Sorrell
                     Motion Passed: 4:0
                       
B. Approval of Public Hearing Ordinance Meeting Minutes August 25, 2025, 6:00 pm. (Action Item)
                     Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the minutes for the Public 
                     Hearing Ordinance meeting on August 25, 2025, at 6:00 pm. Trustee Fields 
                     seconded the motion. 
 
                     Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, and Gonzalez
                     Nays: 0
                     Absent: [Trustees] Williams, Sorrell, and Evans.
                     Motion Passed: 4:0
                    *Minutes show Trustee Williams arrived at 7:08 pm.

1. Communications, Petitions, Resolutions, and Ordinances
A. Great Strategies LLC Lobbying Services SOW presentation by Marshawn Tolbert. – Trustee Devonte Stewart
Trustee Stewart introduced Marshawn Tolbert, Great Strategies LLC Lobbying Services. Mr. Tolbert presented the services his organization performs by advocating for our administrative and legislative interests.

*Dolton Police Chief Jeff Chaplin briefly stopped by the meeting to introduce himself to the board and visitors.

B. Insurance Updates – Attorney Miller (Action Item)
Attorney Miller presented the Insurance Quotes from our broker, Gabrielle Koopman from Gallagher.
 1. Discussion/Approval of Business Owners Insurance through Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District.
 2. Discussion/Approval of Management Liability Insurance through Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District.
 3. Discussion/Approval of Worker’s Compensation Insurance through Hanover for the Dolton Public Library District. 
-Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the Workers Compensation Insurance through The Hanover. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Fields, Williams, Stewart, and Gonzalez.
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustee] Sorrell and Evans.
Motion Passed: 5:0

-Trustee Stewart made a motion to table the discussion and action on item #1. Hanover Business Owners Insurance and item #2. Hanover Management Liability Insurance, pending more information, until the October Board Meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Gonzalez, Williams, Fields, and Stewart.
Nays: 0
Absent: [Trustees] Sorrell and Evans.
Motion Passed: 5:0

C. First Annual Dolton Flag Football League (DFFL), October 4th & 11th.
     Trustee Fields.
Trustee Fields presented the upcoming First Annual Flag Football League, DFFL, dates of October 4th and 11th. 
D. Dolton Library Christmas Toy Drive – Trustee Fields – Discussion
Trustee Fields presented a discussion for a Christmas Toy Drive to be held in conjunction with the library's Youth Services Christmas Program. 
· Dolton Library Toy Drive – December 19th
· Dolton Library Christmas Program – December 20th

1. Approval of Bills and Payroll
A. Approval for Bills and Payroll for August 2025 (Action Item)
                    Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve the August 2025 Bills and Payroll.
                    Trustee Gonzalez seconded the motion.

                    Ayes: [Trustee] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, Williams, and Gonzalez.
                    Nays: 0
                    Absent:  [Trustees] Sorrell and Evans.
                    Motion Passed: 5:0

1. Librarian’s Report [Lillie Byrd]
Mrs. Byrd requested that the Trustees review the Librarian’s Report at their leisure in order to introduce two NEW candidates for employment:
· Ms. Tamera McLaurin
· Ms. Janiyah Hill

1. New Business
None
                   
                    President Copeland called for a motion to go into closed session.
                    Trustee Stewart made a motion to go into closed session. Trustee Gonzalez                 
                    seconded the motion.

                    Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, Williams, and Gonzalez.
                    Nays: 0
                    Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Sorrell.
                    Motion Passed: 5:0
       
                    The Board of Trustees went into Closed Session at 7:46 pm. 
 
1. Old Business
8. Employment Wage Increase (Action Item)
1. Executive/Closed Session – The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the District or legal counsel for the District, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee or against legal counsel for the District to determine its validity, pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/02(c)(1), as amended by P.A. 93-0057; and Pending Litigation pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/02(c)(11) 
The Board of Trustees reconvened the Regular Board Meeting at 8:18 pm.
1. Possible Action after Executive Session  
                   Employment Wage Increase (Action Item)
                   1.  Trustee Stewart made a motion to appoint Shirley James as Interim Library 
                    Administrator and salary allocated to that position. Trustee Fields seconded the  
                   Motion.                             

                    Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, Gonzalez, and Williams.
                    Nays: 0
                    Absent: [Trustees] Evans and Sorrell
                    Motion Passed: 5:0

                    2. Trustee Stewart made a motion to appoint Katrina Hankins as Interim Business
                     Manager and salary allocated to that position. Trustee Fields seconded the 
                     Motion.

                     Ayes: [Trustees] Copeland, Gonzalez, Fields, and Stewart.
                     Nays: 1 [Trustee] Williams
                     Absent: Evans and Sorrell.
                     Motion Passed: 4:1
                     
                     3. Trustee Stewart made a motion to approve a wage increase for Part-Time                          
                     employees. Trustee Fields seconded the motion. 
                     
                     Ayes:  [Trustees] Copeland, Stewart, Fields, Williams, and Gonzalez.       
                     Nays: 0
[bookmark: _GoBack]                     Absent: Evans and Sorrell.
                     Motion Passed: 5:0                     
                                 
                                             
1. President’s Message
                    None
1. Adjournment
President Copeland called for a motion to adjourn the September 22, 2025, Board Meeting.
Trustee Stewart made a motion to adjourn the board meeting. Trustee Fields seconded the motion.

The September 22, 2025, Library Board Meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.

